How can I take part in the Carnival?
Some advice from one of our regular particpants!

Well, the first thing that you need is some people who want to have fun!

The Carnival Committee are here to help you and we want as many people as possible to join in on Carnival night.  There are so many categories that you can enter into:

Children’s Fancy Dress (held at Liphook Junior School)
Adult Fancy Dress

Push & Pull
Children’s Float 

Adult Float

Pubs & Clubs

Trade Float


To take part in fancy dress all you need is to find a costume for yourself and anyone else who is entering with you.  There are some great online shops with costumes that you can buy but nothing beats the fun of creating your own costume.  Keeping the costume simple, but easily recognisable is a good idea.  The less accessories to get sorted out the easier it is to wear.  Of course, that essential beard, nose, wings and wand should not be left out!
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If you want to step up a level then Push & Pull floats might be the answer.  As the name suggests, you need something to push or pull.  People have entered prams, wheelie bins, bed frames on casters or even bigger wheeled trolleys.    Bigger is not necessarily better.  The bigger it is the more people you need to push, or pull!
 There is one thing that everyone who builds needs to remember, the procession takes place in the dark so it is important to have some form of lighting so that the crowds can see your creation.
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The larger decorated floats have the same challenge of lighting and additionally sound systems.  If you want to have music on your float then you will need something quite loud.  Sound systems can be as simple as a powerful CD player or as sophisticated as systems with amplifiers and several speakers.  What you have is your choice.
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All of this may seem a little daunting, but help is at hand.   Several of the regular entrants have offered to help with advice on where, and how, to obtain all the things you will need.  

For each category we have contacts who you can ask for advice:   
Push / Pull entrants

Roger Miller (LIDBA)

01428 722859




Russell Ellis (Motley Crew)
01428 723823

Adults Lorry based floats
Malcolm Bray


01428 722630
Children’s Lorry based floats
Kevin Stephenson (Scouts)
01428 724186
Trailer Based Floats

Paul Johnson (Deer’s Hut)
01428 724813

These mentors will help you find lorries, trailers, generators, materials and help where they can with ideas.  
